
English Heritage, has approved funding worth over £144,000 over the next 
three years for a conservation project in Stourport-on-Severn.

The funding bid, led by Wyre Forest District Council sets out proposals to 
assist in the regeneration of Bridge Street, Stourport, by offering grants for 
the repair of historic buildings and reinstatement of historic architectural 
detailing. The Council, which is also providing match funding, will manage 
the project in partnership with Bewdley Development Trust.

This newly funded conservation project falls under the objectives of the 
Adopted Wyre Forest District Local Plan which are to preserve and enhance 
conservation areas, the District’s Listed Buildings and safeguard the particular 
characteristics of the District.

Speci! c bene! ts of the new English Heritage funding will mean that many 
owners of properties within Bridge Street will be eligible for grants of up to 
60% of the cost to help repair their historic properties to a high standard, and 
up to 80% of the cost to reinstate elements including traditional style shop-
fronts. 
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High quality shop front design plays an important part in the viability 
and vitality of shopping areas. Poor visual character is a disincentive to 
both visitors and prospective investors. 

Wyre Forest District Council’s ‘Shop-front Design Guidance within Historic 
Areas’ sets out the principles of design, to help improve the general appearance 
of the street scene. Advice includes:
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•

•

•

Use suitable materials such as timber. The use of acrylic, plastic and                      
aluminium are considered unsuitable materials within historic areas,

Up to 80% of the cost to reinstate elements including 
traditional style shop fronts

Use appropriate design, not all buildings should have identical shopfronts, 
but appropriate design should be applied to every building.  The design                                                                                              
should be compatible with both the building in which it is sited and the                      
general street scene. Contemporary design can be permissible if it is 
sensitive to the building,

Shopfronts should  respect the character, scale and design of the building,                                                                                           
as well as the general appearance of the street-scape, 

Use appropriate lighting. Within Conservation Areas and on Listed      
Buildings, internally lit fascias will not be acceptable, certain types of     
halo illumination may be acceptable, as may certain styles of external 
illumination,

Retain and refurbish historic shop fronts and details where they survive.



Upkeep, care and repair of both statutory and non statutory listed buildings 
is a priority in retaining and optimising the historic environment as an 
asset.

•

•

Bene! ts of the Scheme

Bridge Street forms an important historic gateway into the town and 
the Partnership Scheme, in line with the wider regeneration package for 
Stourport-on-Severn, aims to: 

•    Enhance the attractiveness of the area and assist in retaining retail expenditure                                                                                         
     in the town,

• Promote the town’s image and enhance Stourport-on-Severn’s tourism                                                                                             
    potential,

•  Increase local pride in the town

•  Protect and enhance the built environment.

Up to 60% of the cost to help repair historic properties to 
a high standard

Repairs should be carried out using traditional materials and techniques                                                                                          
that match, or be compatible with, the existing materials and methods of                    
construction, in order to preserve the appearance and historic integrity of 
the building.

Replace like with like as far as possible unless remedying a defective past 
alteration or poor repair
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For further details or if you have 
any queries please contact the 
Project Administrator at Bewdley 
Development Trust or the District 
Council Conservation Of! cer

Ms Ellie Hooper
Bewdley Development Trust CIC
Snuff Mill Warehouse
Park Lane
Bewdley
Worcestershire
DY12 2EL
Tel: 01299 405516

Simon Roper-Pressdee
The Conservation Of! cer,
Planning, Health & Environment Division,
Duke House,
Clensmore Street,
Kidderminster DY10 2JX
Tel.: 01562 732536  
E-mail: 
conservation@wyreforestdc.gov.uk

Boundary of 
the Partnership 

Scheme


