












The aim of the Sound Commission was to produce 

a site-specific sound piece which captures the 

sounds created by the island area of the Canal 

Basins to engage new and existing audiences and 

assist in their understanding of the place that 

surrounds them.

Liminal* were invited to deliver this commission 

and have worked with contemporary site information 

to explore and expose its unique and individual 

qualities. A sound-walk was identified as an ideal 

method to re-present these sounds and Liminal 

developed a unique technical recording device 

which enables sounds to be recorded from the 

exact place our ears receive it. This method when 

played back allows the listener to walk around 

the site and hear the actual sounds created as if 

listening to them in real time, real distance and 

real space.

The Sound Walk; Black Water Brown Water 

uses the characters of canal engineer James 

Brindley and Sabrina, Goddess of the Severn to 

create a dramatic and unusual piece for the 

island below the Lower Basin.

 SOUND Commission   LIMINAL

*	Liminal is a partnership between architect Frances Crow 
	 and sound artist David Prior who explore projects from two 
	 perspectives leading to new spatialised soundscapes and 
	 architectural interventions developed for their acoustic
	 properties.



The aim of the Impressions Commission was for an 

artist to capture the essence of Stourport Canal 

Basins through their own interpretation and reaction 

to the site and create a set of images which can 

add to the contemporary archive and build on 

previous artists’ impressions of the site. Photographer 

Alison Palmer was invited to deliver this commission 

and proposed to re-capture the site which 

was ‘built to be built upon’ in a contemporary 

photographic style, resulting in dynamic and 

visually stunning images. To decide on the 

theme of each shot, Alison carried out extensive 

research of the Canal Basins and their associations 

and was particularly interested in creating images 
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that allude to the past in their subject matter

but are executed in a contemporary fashion that 

will breathe new life into the past. 

Alison has produced a series of five beautifully 

conceptual images which really evoke the spirit 

of the Canal Basins and the people of the past.



DIARY IMAGES Commission   SALLY PAYEN

The aim of the Diary Images Commission is for an 

artist to work with British Waterways staff and site 

users to archive the daily life of the Canal Basins 

and document the process of change to the site.

Sally Payen was invited to deliver this commission 

and explored the site on a regular basis to really 

build an understanding of the people, activity 

and the views which occur day to day. 

Sally was particularly interested in the 

different flows of water generated 

through the constant activity in and 

around the Canal Basins and identified animation 

as a medium to capture the daily movements. 

She was fascinated by the idea of capturing still 

images but creating moving images by playing 

them in sequence. 

By creating still paintings of individual frames 

from film footage and then re-playing them 

in sequence, Sally combined her painting and 

graphic skills to develop a unique animation 

which illustrates the opening and closing of 

the lock gates.
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Art Commission DOCUMENTARY   RURAL MEDIA

British Waterways commissioned Rural Media 

to produce a documentary film about the Arts 

Commissioning Programme which focuses on how 

each artist responded to the site, developed 

a unique bond with the place and how this 

influenced their work. The film captures the 

thoughts behind the artists’ ideas and their 

experiences in the process of delivering their 

individual commission within the context of the 

restoration project. The documentary film gives 

further strength to the commissions and the 

artists who have added a special and unique 

dimension to the overall restoration of Stourport 

Canal Basins.


